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D E A R  F R I E N D S
Thanks to you, 2019 was an exciting year for Scouting in Southeast Texas. 
The Sam Houston Area Council served approximately 47,000 youth during 
2019 through traditional Scouting and career-based Exploring programs.  

Over 12,000 new families joined our program, resulting in membership 
growth in traditional Scouting.  This helped the Sam Houston Area Council 
achieve the BSA’s Journey to Excellence Gold Level, which is the standard 
for quality and excellence in a local council. The programs of Scouting 
continue to offer varied opportunities to teach youth to be strong in 
character, have self-confidence, and grow in their leadership abilities. 

Fostering these talents, along with service projects and citizenship 
activities, is how we are Building Stronger Youth. 

Community service and Scouting go hand in hand.  Our Scouts and 
volunteers participated in over 425,000 hours of community service 
projects in 2019. These hours accounted for a total economic impact of 
$10,807,750 according to the volunteer service organization Independent 
Sector. These service projects were highlighted by the collection and 
distribution of over 175,000 pounds of food during our annual Scouting for 
Food/Souper Bowl of Caring efforts in February. 

Through service we are Building Stronger Citizens.

Experiencing the outdoors is one of the foundations of Scouting.  We are 
uniquely positioned for the future with a $65 million construction project, 
our new Camp Strake. Opening in May 2020, Camp Strake will be a world-
class facility designed to unleash the potential of our Scouting programs 
to best serve the needs of our families with the financial security of a 
dedicated endowment.  

The outdoor program is how we are Building Stronger Leaders.

As a key measure of our community service and financial health, the Sam 
Houston Area Council was awarded the designation as an accredited 
charity by the Better Business Bureau, earned the Seal of Transparency 
Gold Level by GuideStar, and achieved a 4-star rating by Charity Navigator, 
the highest possible rating for the 7th consecutive year.

All these successes were made possible through the generous gifts of 
time, talent, and treasure of thousands of volunteers and donors.  Thanks 
to your support and commitment to Scouting, we continue to lead youth 
to lifelong values, service, and achievement. 

We hope you are proud to be part of the Sam Houston Area Council.

Together, we are Building Stronger Communities.

L. E. Simmons
Chair of the Board

Thomas O. Varnell
CEO/Scout Executive

Forrest J. Bjerkaas
Council Commissioner

Please visit www.samhoustonbsa.org/annual-reports to view the expanded 2019 
annual report.

SCOUTING FOR FOOD
The value of serving others was on display by 
Scouts of the Sam Houston Area Council when 
they participated in the service project Souper 
Bowl of Caring . Partnering with the Souper Bowl 
of Caring and area food banks, over 9,000 Scouts 
and leaders collected over 175,000 pounds of 
food . The food was then distributed to those in 
need in our area . 

SCOUT FAIR
In April, Scout Fair was held at NRG Park . Thanks 
to our partnership with the Houston Dynamo, 
Scouts were able to “Score a Goal with Scouting” 
by visiting hundreds of booths with fun activities 
and crafts, learning Scout skills, meeting new 
friends and tasting the delicious outdoor cooking .



 

CAMPING
Outdoor adventure is the promise 

made to Scouts when they join 

Scouting. Scouts yearn for 

outdoor programs that stir their 

imaginations and interest. 

Through the initiatives of the 

Leaders of Tomorrow campaign, 

the Sam Houston Area Council 

strives to have camp properties 

that best serve the needs of 

Scouting in the 21st century.  

• District Day Camps – 2,931 total campers

• Cub Scout Resident camp – 278 total campers

• Scouts attending long term camp at Tellepsen 

 Scout Camp – 823  

• Scouts attending long term camp outside of 

 Sam Houston Area Council – 5,757

• Scouts attending High Adventure Camp – 1,605

• Cub Scouts participating in a camping 

 experience – 14,736 

• Scouts and Venturers participating in a camping 

 experience  – 8,688

*statistics reflected as of 12-31-2019

2019 HIGHLIGHTS

INCOME 
Community Support  $4,304,666

United Way $1,117,869

Council Generated $5,943,439

 $11,365,973

EXPENSE
Program Services $9,655,906

    Direct Service (ScoutReach)  $1,871,377

Administration $480,275

Fundraising $800,157

 $10,936,338

*2019 Unaudited financials.
Fully audited financials are available online at 
www.samhoustonbsa.org/annual-reports

OPERATING FINANCIAL
SUMMARY*

PROGRAM

22,588 
Cub Scout ranks earned 

8,762 
Scout ranks earned 

1,227 
Scouts attaining the rank of 
Eagle Scout

47,340   total youth served in 1,381 units

 31,801   Cub Scouts in 518 packs

 13,798  Scouts in 474 troops      

 664   Venturers and Sea Scouts in 91 crews and ships

 1,077   Explorers in 55 posts
 
14,930   Registered volunteer adult leaders

425,349   Community service hours performed by Scouts,             
      Explorers and leaders
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Vice Chair - Real Estate  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Alberto Santos, Jr .

Vice Chair - Relationships  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Daniel G . Bellow

Vice Chair - Sales & Marketing  .  .  .  .  .  . William L . Peel, Jr .

Vice Chair - ScoutReach & Diversity  .  . Lionel R . Jellins
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Annually, the Sam Houston Area Council invests over $250 in each of our Scouts through 
programs and services. Thank you to the following Leadership Level supporters that are helping 
to Build Stronger Families.

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE

William H . Caudill

Bradley W . Corson

David E . Creasey

George A . DeMontrond, III

Daniel D . Domeracki

Rodney W . Eads

Stewart W . Gagnon

Shad A . Higdon

2019 OFFICERS 
& EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Sam Houston Area Council, BSA
2225 North Loop West, Houston, TX 77008
713/659-8111 • www .samhoustonBSA .org

THANK YOU!

Steven P . Mach

Roger C . Mosby

Daniel G . Ownby

Stephen D . Strake

Frank D . Tsuru

John B . Walker

Susan E . Yeldell   

$500,000+
David Weekley Family Foundation

$100,000-$499,999
Virginia & L .E . Simmons 
 Family Foundation 
Stephanie & Frank D .Tsuru

$50,000-$99,999
Anadarko Petroleum Company
The Henderson-Wessendorff Foundation
The William Stamps Farish Fund
The George Foundation
John P . McGovern Foundation
National Oilwell Varco
Schlumberger
Tellepsen Family
Walter Oil & Gas Corporation

$25,000-$49,999
Nancy & Charles D .Davidson
Andrew Delaney Foundation
ExxonMobil Corporation
The Mach Family
The Robert And Janice McNair  
 Foundation
The Rawley Foundation
Lisa & John B . Walker
Jenny & Clay C .Williams

$10,000-$24,999
Allegiance Bank
BB&T Bank
BP America Inc .
Victor and Anna Mae Beghini Foundation
David And Nancy Bishop Family Foundation
Victor & Cathy Burk
Richard A . Claussen, Jr .
Comerica Bank
Community Foundation Of The Brazos Valley
Bradley W . Corson
Deloitte & Touche LLP
Nadean & Rodney W . Eads
Encap Investments Lp
Era Group, Inc
EnerVest, Ltd .
Ernst & Young, LLP
James C . Flores
Four Lee Foundation
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson, LLP
Gallagher Benefit Services Inc
Gillman Subaru
Goldman Sachs
Ben Guill
HEB Tournament Of Champions 
 Charitable Trust

Halliburton Charitable Foundation
Henry Hilliard
HollyFrontier Corporation
Intrepid Financial Partners, L .L .C .
KPMG
Kiwanis Foundation of Houston
David R . Klein
MD Anderson Foundation
McKool Smith, PC
Merichem Company
Murphy Oil Corporation
Franklin Myers
Nabors Industries Inc .
Palmer Foundation
Pape-Dawson
Christopher J . Patton
Plains All American Pipeline
Joffrey R . Pryor
Charles E . Schneider
Shackouls Family Foundation
Alan Smith
Vivian L . Smith Foundation
TAM International Inc
Texas Children’s Hospital
Transocean Offshore
H . Michael Tyson
USI Insurance Services
Thomas O . Varnell
Judson B . Walker
Waterbridge Resources
The T .J . and Sue Wojnar Fund
William Von Gonten 

$5,000-$9,999
Advanced Intergrated Services
Alaska Lane Properties LLC
Alta Resources LLC
Amplify Energy Corp
Apache Corporation
Archrock
Baker Hughes
John Beck
Blue Mountain Midstream
Jeri J . Brooks
Cabot Oil & Gas Corp
Calpine Corp
William H . Caudill
Cynthia & Hershell Cavin
Daniel J . Churay
Craig W . Collins
Crane Worldwide Logistics
Cushman & Wakefield, Inc .
DCP Midstream
Jeffery Davis
George A . DeMontrond, III
Tracy L . Dieterich

Peter Dorflinger
Jeffrey B . Early
Emerson Automation Solutions - 
Actuation Technologies
EOG Resources Inc
Fisher Boyd Johnson & Huguenard LLP
Anne and Don Fizer Foundation
Peter Fluor
Fort Bend Cares Foundation
Frank’s International
Lynn & Stewart W . Gagnon
Patrick Giffhorn
Melbern Glasscock
Grant Thornton,LLP
Harper & Pearson
Albert & Ethel Herzstein Charitable  
 Foundation
Insperity
Chris Johnson
Jones Lang Lasalle Americas
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Gentry Lee
Locke Lord LLP
Lockton Companies,LLC
MRC Global Foundation
Madison Charitable Foundation, Inc .
Wilburn McDonald
Michael Moore
Norton Rose Fulbright
Oasis Petroleum,Inc .
Daniel Pears
Phillips 66
Rignet, Inc .
Erin P . Roberts
Alberto Santos, Jr .
Sonoco
St John The Divine Episcopal Church
Strike
Richard E . Tauber
TBK CPA
TechnipFMC
Trent D . Tellepsen
The W .T . & Louise J . Moran Foundation
Rex W . Tillerson
Tower Lodge Outfitters
Triten Real Estate Partners
Trusso
William Van Pelt
W-Industries, Inc .
Wood Group
Woodforest Charitable Foundation
Woodforest National Bank
The Woodlands Land Development  
 Company
Kevin W . Yankowsky


